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Energy Teachers Community News
All the ideas we have the energy to print

Newton, MA  January, 2006

A free service of EnergyTeachers.org Inc., the network for curriculum development in energy production and use.
Sponsored in part by the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative, Renewable Energy Trust

Dear Readers
From the Editor

Our next newsletter is going to be 
about books, trade and text, for you 
or your students. Many of us work 
in schools whose mission includes 
“raising life-long learners.” I’ve 
found that an important component 
of a plan to reach that goal is to teach 
a spectrum of uses for a library, from 
quick and easy reference to synthesis 
to difficult, lengthy analysis. If you 
and your students are interested in 
energy, your school/town library 
should acquire books to serve that 
interest.

If you have a book review you’d 
like to share in the next newsletter, I 
suggest using our new online forum, 
which includes a section on books:
http://energyteachers.org/ETOForum/

 If you’d like to review a book on 
energy you don’t own, check our 
bibliography, then contact me for a 
copy for review. We’re frequently ac-
quiring new titles, especially about 
renewable energy:
http://energyteachers.org/

ETOBibliography.php
To switch subjects...I recently re-

ceived a copy of Career Currents, a 
newsletter from the National Energy 
Education Development (NEED) 
Project. Using the newsletter in the 
classroom would be an interesting 
and fruitful way to show students 
how energy science and engineering  
is used in society and industry. It’s 
free for download:
http://need.org/

See the feature story on page two 
to learn more about NEED and many 
other educational organizations.

Please read this section if this
is your first newsletter from us

Welcome! I’ve been running this 
network since February of 2004. Here 
are some things you 
should know about 
EnergyTeachers.
org:

You can down-
load copies of earlier newsletters on-
line. The printed newsletter started 
September 2004 with a circulation 
of 100 and has since reached over 
1000 teachers and schools, mostly in 
Massachusetts.

Our services are geared towards 
MA teachers, but educators from 
many other states find some of our 
resources useful.

Many timely news items show up 
in the online edition. Check it fre-
quently for announcements related 
to energy education.

There are no advertisements on 
our web site.

We are a public charity, an edu-
cational nonprofit, incorporated in 
Massachusetts. I am the sole officer, 
but I answer to a board of directors 
made of other science teachers.

Our web site contains more than 
500 links relevant to energy and 
energy education. The links are or-
ganized and searchable, and most 
come with short notes on how the 
links might be useful.

There is a section called Teach-
ers’ Goals that presents planning 
items in an organized manner. You 
ask the site for something specific, 
like an idea for your 
after-school group, 
and it lists ideas and 
links to relevant sites. 
I think this is the most 

powerful and under-utilized tool 
for planning. We need your help to 
make it better.

We’ve got a library of dozens of 
energy-related 

books. Online, 
we have a bib-
liography of 

over a hundred 
references, and we’d like teachers’ 
comments on each.

There is a calendar with notes and 
links for every energy-education-re-
lated event we notice. Please help us 
if you know of something we don’t.

Google can be your friend, but 
it can easily become your enemy. 
Enough said.

It is our intention to have every-
thing we know be organized and 
freely available on our web site.

It is my personal intention to get us 
out of our shells and into the light. I 
know so many good teachers with so 
much good curriculum. I also know 
so many struggling teachers with 
little or no connection to support-
systems; I was one. If I could, I’d like 
to travel to every school in the state, 
and then some, and just chat about 
what we’re teaching, about the stu-
dents, about what they think about 
the curriculum, about why students 
aren’t choosing careers in science 
and engineering...

-Shawn Reeves
shawn@energyteachers.org
39 Noble Street
West Newton, MA 02465
http://energyteachers.org

If you would like to continue to receive this 
free newsletter, and if you received this newsletter 

anonymously (as “Science Teacher” or “Physics 
Teacher”), please contact us. If your name appears on the 

label, you will continue to receive the news for free.

EnergyTeachers.org is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

Contributions are tax-deductible.
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Here is a list of several localized pro-
grams that help educators with energy-
curriculum. This is not an exhaustive list 
of all the programs in the english-speak-
ing world; we welcome your comments 
on these or any other programs you may 
know.

You can use this list to find your local 
programs, or to research any programs 
for materials that might inspire you. 
Contact EnergyTeachers.org if you’d like 
to see such services in your area.
EnergyQuest–Energy Education from 

the California Energy Commission
http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/

EnergyQuest sponsors an art contest, 
guides for science (fair) projects, a Jeop-
ardy-style knowledge and 
trivia game, organized text, 
lesson plans, grants for CA 
teachers, a bibliography, 
and an e-mail list for shar-
ing ideas.

EnergyNet (IL 
and national)

http://www.energynet.net/
EnergyNet develops 

curriculum for schools, con-
centrating on serving new 
mandates and encouraging 
interdisciplinary learning; 
facilitates energy sleuth-
ing, auditing, consulting, 
and engineering in schools; 
and facilitates working on 
energy issues in homes and 
communities. They are developing a net-
work of teachers and students to share 
ideas between schools. You can listen to 
audio presentations of student work on-
line in their Online Radio Show.

Their ideas on changes in curriculum 
and pedagogy are interesting:
http://www.energynet.net/ 

best_practices/
FSEC–The Florida Solar Energy Center
http://www.fsec.ucf.edu/

FSEC, a research institute at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida, helps school 
measure their energy use; educates about 
green building practices; helps consum-
ers and schools consider solar power for 
buildings and electricity; runs programs 

on energy efficiency; serves data on envi-
ronmental conditions and power genera-
tion and use at test sites; helps develop 
EnergySmart Schools (US EPA program); 
combines energy-related competitions 
between schools into the EnergyWhiz 
Olympics; presents several approaches 
to energy curriculum at:
http://www.fsec.ucf.edu/ed/teachers/

index.htm
Infinite Power–from the Texas State 

Energy Conservation Office
http://www.infinitepower.org

Infinite Power offers lesson plans and 
fact sheets, access to “ask-an-expert,”  
and consumer information about renew-
able energy.

KEEP (WI)–The Wisconsin K-12 
Energy Education Program

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/wcee/keep/
KEEP runs an e-mail bulletin, printed 

newsletter (downloadable online), grad-
uate-level courses for teachers, a network 
of over 2500 teachers, a fund-raising so-
lution using compact fluorescents, work-
shops, and curriculum development, es-
pecially in renewable energy.

MEEP–The Maine Energy 
Education Project

http://meepnews.org
MEEP organizes Junior Solar Sprint; 

Electrathon, a HS-level electric car de-
sign, build, and race competition; a CFL 

fund-raiser; and several classroom activi-
ties about energy resources and use.

NEED–The National Energy 
Education Development Project

http://need.org
NEED (with it’s local representatives) 

maintains curriculum about all resources 
and uses of energy; Career Currents, a 
newsletter about careers in energy; En-
ergy Exchange, a newsletter for teach-
ers with ideas for lessons and briefs on 
technologies at different grade-levels; 
Field trips and conferences; kits of read-
ing and hands-on materials; a bulletin 
board online for exchange of ideas about 
energy education between hundreds of 
teachers; and youth awards for energy 

scholarship.
NESEA–The Northeast 

Sustainable Energy 
Association

http://nesea.org
NESEA organizes Junior 

Solar Sprint, a solar car de-
sign competition for mid-
dle school students; Tour 
de Sol, a competition and 
exhibit of alternative-fuel 
vehicles; curriculum about 
transportation and energy 
alternatives; Building Ener-
gy, an annual conference on 
energy-conscious building 
and design; and Energy in 
Schools, a bi-annual confer-
ence on energy education; 
Green Car Club; workshops 

for educators; and Sustainable Yellow 
Pages, a guide to sustainable installers, 
experts, architects, consultants, shops, 
and other professionals.

Local chapters of NESEA host forums 
on topics related to renewable energy 
and sustainable living.
NYSERDA School Power...Naturally–

New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority’s 

program to educate New Yorkers 
about solar electric power

http://www.powernaturally.
org/programs/SchoolPowerNaturally/
School Power...Naturally develops 

curriculum, runs 
a program of 50 

Regional Energy-Education Programs
Organizations in states and regions help local teachers with energy science and engineering

EnergyQuest

KEEP

FSEC

NYSERDA

EnergyNet

TEEN

Infinite Power

NESEA

MEEP

NEED
(Programs in
several states)

continued on page 3
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schools with solar on the roof, and helps 
schools share and learn from real data 
about photovoltaic usage in NY.

Local programs make presentations, 
give tours and workshops, help teachers 
with kits and media, and help govern-
ment agencies and other organizations 
strengthen energy education in locally 
appropriate ways.

TEEN–The Tennessee Energy 
Education Network

http://www.state.tn.us/ecd/energy_teen.
htm
TEEN publishes “Energy Angles”, a 

bimonthly, often captivating newslet-
ter; offers workshops, materials, and 
contests.

continued from page 2

Building Energy Conference features free public forum March 7
“Energy: Crisis or Opportunity?”

Boston, MA: Seaport World Trade Center Amphitheater
Tuesday March 7, 2006 6:00 PM

Suddenly in the news (again), is it a crisis or an opportunity? Panelists will 
summarize the issues and discuss how businesses are meeting energy needs 
through a variety of sources; how this work can deliver profits to the private 
sector; and how individuals can enhance their quality of life and reduce energy 
costs. Tuesday at 6:00PM in the Amphitheater at the Seaport World Trade 
Center. Free. Sponsored by SmartPower and UK Trade & Investment. 
http://buildingenergy.nesea.org/special.forum.php

Middle-Grades Teachers: 
Junior Solar Sprint Workshops 

Across Northeast
Submitted by Susan Reyes 
This year, NESEA is once again 
organizing workshops throughout the 
Northeast for educators on the Junior 
Solar Sprint middle school model solar 
car project.

Workshop Schedule
Amherst, MA
University of Massachusetts
Sat., Feb. 4, 2006 8:30-1:00pm
To register:
http://www.umassk12.net/sess/ 

register.html

Plymouth, MA
Wind in the Pines Girl Scouts Center
Mon., Feb. 6, 2006 4:00 to 7:30 PM
For registration information:
http://www.nesea.org/education/ 

JSS_registration.html

Concord, NH
Society for Protection of NH Forests 
Conservation Center
Thurs., Feb. 9, 2006 4:00-7:30 pm
For registration information:
http://www.nesea.org/education/ 

JSS_registration.html

Somers, NY
Somers Middle School
Thurs., Feb. 16, 2006 4:00 to 7:30 PM
For registration information:
http://http://www.nesea.org/education/ 

JSS_registration.html

Buffalo, NY
Buffalo Museum of Science
Tues., Feb 28, 2006 4:00 to 7:30 PM
For registration information:
http://www.nesea.org/education/ 

JSS_registration.html

Washington, DC
EPA Headquarters
Mon., March 13, 2006 4:00 to 7:30 PM
For registration information:
http://www.nesea.org/education/ 

JSS_registration.html

Upper Marlboro, MD
Watkins Nature Center

Tues., March 14, 2006 4:00 to 7:30 PM
For registration information:
 http://www.nesea.org/education/ 

JSS_registration.html

Metuchen, NJ
Edgar Middle School
Wed., March 15, 2006 4:00 to 7:30 PM
For registration information:
http://www.nesea.org/education/ 

JSS_registration.html

Providence Area, RI
Exact location to be determined
Thurs., March 23, 2006 4:00 to 7:30 PM
For registration information:
http://www.nesea.org/education/ 

JSS_registration.html

Worcester, MA
Charter Public School Conference at 
Holy Cross College
Fri., March 31, 2006
For registration information:
http://www.masscharterschools.org/ 

convention/

Additional Locations
We are also planning workshops in the 
following locations:
Southern Connecticut
Bergen County, New Jersey
Please stop back for details.
For further information, contact Susan 
Reyes at sreyes@nesea.org
For an updated list, be sure to check the 
NESEA web site:
http://www.nesea.org/education/ 
JSS_Workshops.html

Stay abreast of future opportunities like these at
http://energyteachers.org/ReadNews.php



Opportunities for Professional Development
Highlights from the Calendar and Community News at EnergyTeachers.org

Agriculture in the Classroom Conference:
Renewable Energy Workshop

February 11
Marybeth Campbell of the MA Technology Collaborative and 
Shawn Reeves of EnergyTeachers.org will present “Teaching 
about Alternative Energy.” The conference will take place in 
Ludlow, MA, at Baird Middle School.
Participants will learn about available programs and resources 
related to Renewable energies such as solar, photovoltaics, 
hydro and wind power. The presenters will also offer resources 
on green buildings and climate change. Then we’ll try out a 
couple of hands-on activities suitable for middle and high 
school classrooms.
Registration, including lunch and four workshop sessions, 
costs $45, $50 the day of, although space is limited.
Professional Development Points: 10 PDPs are available 
for those who attend the full day conference, carry out a 
related classroom activity, and send in a brief report of their 
experience.
For More Information: call Debi Hogan at 508-336-4426 with 
your questions.
http://www.aginclassroom.org

ALTHOUGH CREDITS ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE, 
YOU ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE REMAINDER OF 

THIS COURSE ALREADY UNDERWAY. -ed.
Free Renewable Energy Workshops Jan 12 – Feb 16

Submitted by Joan Muller
Charge Up your Curriculum with Renewable Energy! 

Location: Cape Cod Technical High School, Harwich, MA 
Target audience: Teachers in grades 6-10...Teachers of other 
grades are welcome to take the course and adapt it for their 
own classrooms.
Meeting time: Six 4-hour sessions, Thursday evenings 4-8.
Course Description: This course will focus on energy 
efficiency, renewable energy (photovoltaic electricity, solar 

thermal and wind energy), and climate change; it will also 
include information about fossil fuels which dominate 
our current energy sources. Each week will feature a guest 
lecturer/specialist who will present content through hands-
on teaching activities for their topic. Although the course is 
based on MA Frameworks for grades 6-10, other teachers 
are welcome to take the course and adapt it for their own 
classrooms.
Registration is required. There is no charge for these 
workshops.
Contact Joan Muller for more information  508-457-0495 x107 
joan.muller@state.ma.us

Junior Solar Sprint Workshop
Boston

February 4
Submitted by Henry Vandermark 
Jr. Solar Sprint Teacher/Mentor workshop, sponsored by the 
Boston Area Solar Energy Association:
Get a quick start to learning how to run the Jr. Solar Sprint in 
your school this year.
Presentation will include explanation of program, curriculum, 
“how to build a model solar car”, hands-on training with tips 
to get your class or after-school program going fast.
Location: Boston, MA at the Citizen Schools Headquarters
Date & time: Saturday, February 4th 10:00am -1:00pm
Limited space, To register, contact Henry Vandermark of the 
Boston Area Solar Energy Association at hkv @ solarwave.com 
(Please put JSS in the subject line.) or call 617-242-2150
For more information please see:
http://www.basea.org/jss.php
http://www.nesea.org/education/jss/
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